A native of Tokyo, Japan, Yuko Ito has been performing publicly in a wide range of styles: pop, rock, R&B, jazz funk, gospel, free jazz
and various forms of Brazilian music since high school. Her early musical career began when she founded the girl’s rock band, Sissy
Boy, which produced two CDs: Marcy’s Factory, with Vaan Media, and Kick Off Boy’s, with Crown Records Japan. Even with her early
success in Japan, Yuko's musical vision was broad, which led her to make a move to New York City in 1994, where she could explore
her musical ideas and vision. A vocal coach soon encouraged her to explore jazz and eventually this led to her formal studies, which
included receiving a B.EA degree from City College of New York in music (Jazz Vocal Performance, where she studied with Sheila
Jordan). After a jam session Yuko attended while still in school, she was invited by jazz artist Sabir Mateen to perform with him. This
encouraged her to continue to draw deeply from the jazz tradition in her work and deepen her love of the genre. Ito has performed
with the Harlem Gospel Choir and appeared at Blue Note (New York). She has also performed with the Harlem Gospel Choir in
Times Square on Good Morning America (ABC) and the “New Yorker”( NHK BS1).

Still residing in New York, Ito has performed at many of the city’s top venues: Lenox Lounge, The Kitano, The Bitter End and Tomi
Jazz and regularly tours in Japan.
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Yuko Itos second Brazilian Jazz offering O Cantador is co-
produced by the great pianist / Composer Cidinho Teixeira. The
recording is a collection of Brazilian compositions by Djavan,
Marcos Valle, Milton Nascimento, Jorge Ben, Dori Caymmi and
Domingunhos, displaying a wonderful collection of varied textures.
The album is also adored with a Japanese Traditional song, “Takeda
No Komoriuta” additionally; Ito set the words of an African Chant
to music. “Guerrilla” a song from Ito’s Japanese Rock Band, Red
Warriors, is sung with Portuguese lyrics.

Ito’s passion for the rich Brazilian musical tradition is evidenced
by her all-star band, each are highly accomplished Brazilian and
Latin Musicians and her intense focus on phrasing and diction is
extremely authentic and pays homage to the tradition. Ito offers
and highly engaging journey of cultures all firmly rooted in the
Brazilian traditions, guaranteed to uplift the listener and

absorb aficionados.

Yuko Ito - Vocal

Cidinho Teixira on Piano and Accordion

Gustavo Amarante on Bass #1,4,5,8,10

Mauricio Zottarelli on Drums and Percussion #1,4,5,3,10
Oriente Lopez on Flute #2,3,4,7,8,9

Leco Reis on Bass #2,3,6,7,9

Adriano Santos on Drums #2,3,6,7,9

Edgar DeAlmeida on Guitar #2,6

Aaron Heick on Alto sax #1,5,10

. Mas Que Nada 4:58

. Samba de Verao 4:59

. Travessia 4:53

. Sina 4:53

. Batucada Surgiu  3:11

. Guerrilla (Eu Nao Sou Ninguém) 4:38
. Bu S6 Quero Um Xodo 3:17

. O Cantador 5:04

. Takeda No Komori-uta 4:10

10. Serrado 4:35 ’ :
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